Obituary

Richard Thistle, 81, of Upton, formerly of Millis and Harwich,
beloved husband, father, Papa, and friend, passed away in the
comfort of his home, surrounded by his family, on December
16, 2025. Born on March 26, 1944, in Framingham, MA, he
was the son of the late Edwin and Josephine (Carnaroli)
Thistle.

Rick grew up and attended schools in Framingham, MA, later
earning his bachelor’s degree in Industrial Management from
Northeastern University. He spent many years working within
the manufacturing industry, with roles at General Electric,
Digital Equipment Corp., and most recently, Electrochem
Solutions. His career provided him the opportunity to travel
extensively around the world, an experience he greatly
cherished, especially his travels throughout Asia and Europe.
He was a proud member of the Air Force Reserve. He was also
a longtime member of the Columbus Club in Framingham,
where you’d often find him playing bocce and cards with his
friends.



Rick is survived by his wife of 59 years, Mary Ann
(Giombetti) Thistle. Rick and Mary Ann met as teenagers
during their families’ vacations on Cape Cod. They started
their life together in Framingham and moved to Millis in 1973,
where they raised their family. He leaves behind his daughters,
Tracy Bodio and her husband, Robert Jr., Aimie Burack and
her husband, Josh; and Dr. Tara Brigham. He was the proud
grandfather of nine grandchildren: Ryan, Alexander, and
Isabella Bodio; Madison, Lauren, and Justin Burack; and
Abigail, Catherine, and Elizabeth Brigham. Rick also leaves
behind his sister, Terri Horrigan, and his niece and nephews,
Kelly Heuer, Shawn Horrigan, and Joe Horrigan.

Rick loved being with family and friends and was a natural
storyteller, always ready with a smile, a joke, and his quick
wit. He enjoyed golfing and took great pleasure in cooking for
his family and for anyone lucky enough to be nearby. He
cherished his time spent on the Cape, especially at his cottage
at Chase’s Ocean Grove. Above all else, Rick found his
greatest joy in his grandchildren, whether he was playing cards
with them, entertaining them with stories of his youth, or being
there to support and celebrate them in everything they did.

We are grateful to the dedicated medical team and staff who
cared for Rick with kindness and compassion at MGH Yawkey
Center and UMass Memorial Medical Center.

A Funeral Mass will be celebrated Monday, December 22nd at
11am at St. Cecilia’s Church, 54 Esty Street, Ashland, MA.
Visitation will be held Sunday, December 21st from 2:00-
5:00pm at Matarese Funeral Home, 325 Main St., Ashland,
MA.



PALLBEARERS

Alex Bodio
Rob Bodio Jr.
Ryan Bodio
Josh Burack
Justin Burack
Justin Brigham
Joe Horrigan

Shawn Horrigan

Richard Raymond Thistle

March 26, 1944 — December 16, 2025
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“Here I Am Lord”

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9 Lauren Burack
“Shepherd Me, O’ God”
Romans 6:3-4, 8-9 Isabella Bodio
Gospel
Homily

Prayers of the Faithful Madison Burack

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

“Ave Maria”
Preparation of the Gifts
Abby Brigham, Katie Brigham, Ellie Brigham

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer

“Amazing Grace”

Communion

Eulogy Ryan Bodio
FINAL COMMENDATION

Incensing “Song of Farewell”

Recessional

“How Great Thou Art”

In Loving Memory

RICHARD RAYMOND THISTLE
March 26, 1944 - December 16, 2025

FUNERAL MASS
Saint Cecilia Parish

Monday December 22, 2025

CLERGY

Reverend Thomas Sullivan

ORGANIST

Timothy Jantzen

CANTOR
Matthew ‘Arnold
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